
RLI VII Participant Bios 

Dotan Arieli is the director of Nigun Nashim at the Elga Stulman Institute for 
Judaism and Gender of HaMidrasha at Oranim and the head of Leshma, a 
HaMidrasha educational program that promotes gender equality in pre-army 
programs and beyond. She is a group facilitator in Jewish and gender identity 
workshops and teaches in programs sponsored by Israel’s Joint Council of Pre-
military Academies, the school system, and women’s organizations, and officiates at 
egalitarian Jewish lifecycle ceremonies. Dotan holds an MA in Jewish thought and 
midrash and was ordained in the Shalom Hartman Institute-HaMidrasha at Oranim 

Beit Midrash for Israeli Rabbis. Dotan is mother to Alma and Be’eri. She lives in Kibbutz Sha’ar Ha’amakim, 
where she serves as a spiritual leader.  

Rabbi Ilana Greenfield Baden was ordained at Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute 
of Religion in 1999, following her graduation from the University of Michigan with 
degrees in History and Near Eastern Studies-Modern Hebrew Language.  Rabbi Baden 
started her official rabbinic career at the Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation. 
Following her tenure there, she joined the historic Isaac M. Wise Temple in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, where she served as a rabbi for 11 years. While there, Rabbi Baden 
was honored to be elected President of the Greater Cincinnati Board of Rabbis. After 
her time in Ohio, Rabbi Baden returned to Ann Arbor, Michigan with her family and 

became the Director of Community Engagement for the Jewish Federation.  She also served a 
congregation in Battle Creek, Michigan and was a faculty member for the Jewish Federation of 
Metropolitan Detroit’s Adult Education program.  Rabbi Baden, along with her husband and two children, 
returned to her Illinois roots in 2015 as Temple Chai’s Senior Associate Rabbi.  She was named Senior 
Rabbi of Temple Chai in 2018 and is also proud to be the president of the Chicago Association of Reform 
Rabbis. 

Rabbi Adam Baldachin serves as the Rabbi of Shaarei Tikvah, a Conservative 
Congregation in Scarsdale NY. He is a member of the executive committee of the 
Westchester Board of Rabbis and the Executive committee of Masorti Olami. 
Previously rabbi of Montebello Jewish Center in Rockland County, he founded the 
Rockland Clergy for Social Justice, to advocate for equitable education for East 
Ramapo public school students. A native of New Providence, NJ, Rabbi 
Baldachin received his B.A. from the Joint Program of Columbia University and the 
Jewish Theological Seminary and earned his Rabbinical Degree at the Seminary, 
where he received the prestigious Gladstein Fellowship in Entrepreneurial Rabbinic 

Leadership. He resides in Scarsdale with his wife, Maital Friedman, and their three children, Shalev (7), 
Navit (5), and Lior (2). 



Rabbi Michael Balinsky is the Executive Vice President of the Chicago Board of 
Rabbis, an organization representing one hundred and eighty rabbis of all 
denominations. He is past president of the Council of Religious leaders of 
Metropolitan Chicago, and is a board member of the Council of the Parliament of the 
World’s Religions. He is also an active participant in a number of Jewish, Christian and 
Moslem interreligious dialogues. Rabbi Balinsky was a Hillel director for twenty-two 
years, over nineteen of those as the director of the Louis and Saerree Fiedler Hillel 
Center at Northwestern University. He was also Director of Faculty Development for 

the Florence Melton Adult School. He is a graduate of Yeshiva University and the Rabbi 
Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary. He is married to Dr. Myra Rapoport and they are the parents of three 
daughters.  
 
 

 
Rabbi Amy Bernstein became Kehillat Israel’s Senior Rabbi in July 2014, after serving 
four years as Associate Rabbi. An Atlanta native, Rabbi Bernstein has a bachelor’s 
degree in English Literature and Cultural Anthropology from Northwestern 
University, where she also earned a certificate in Women’s Studies. She is an alumna 
of the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in Philadelphia. Her rabbinic training 
included one year as a visiting graduate student at Ben Gurion University of the 
Negev in Israel. Rabbi Bernstein serves on the Executive Committee of the Board of 
Rabbis of Southern California. Beginning in January 2019 she will serve as the board’s 
president. Rabbi Bernstein makes her home in Pacific Palisades with her partner, Judy 

Griffith, her daughter, Eliana, and their rescue Chihuahua, Olivia. 
 
 
 

Rabbi Angela Warnick Buchdahl serves as the senior rabbi of Central Synagogue in 
New York City, the first woman to lead the large Reform congregation in its 175-year 
history. Rabbi Buchdahl first joined Central Synagogue as senior cantor in 2006. In 
2014, she was chosen by the congregation to be senior rabbi. Rabbi Buchdahl was 
invested as a cantor in 1999 and also ordained as a rabbi in 2001 by the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in New York where she was a Wexner 
Graduate fellow (Class VIII). She earned a B.A. in Religious Studies from Yale 
University in 1994. Born in Korea to a Jewish American father and a Korean Buddhist 
mother, Rabbi Buchdahl is the first Asian American to be ordained as cantor or rabbi 

in North America. Prior to her service at Central Synagogue, Rabbi Buchdahl served as associate 
rabbi/cantor at Westchester Reform Temple in Scarsdale, N.Y.  Rabbi Buchdahl has been nationally 
recognized for her innovations in leading worship, which draw large crowds both in the congregation’s 
historic Main Sanctuary and via live stream and cable broadcast to viewers in more than 100 
countries.  Rabbi Buchdahl has been featured in dozens of news outlets including the Today Show, NPR, 
PBS and was listed as one of Newsweek’s “America’s 50 Most Influential Rabbis.” She serves on the boards 
of Auburn Theological Seminary, Avodah Jewish Service Corps, and the UJA-Federation of NY.  Rabbi 
Buchdahl and her husband Jacob Buchdahl have three children.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Rabbi Barry Dov Katz has served the Bronx community at the Conservative 
Synagogue Adath Israel of Riverdale (CSAIR) since 1998. At CSAIR, he works with lay 
leaders to build a vibrant urban synagogue known for its welcome, educational 
programs, and vibrant Shabbat community. Special areas of focus for him over the 
last several years have been inclusion of people with special needs, welcoming LGBT 
individuals and families, and forming a social group for Jewish 20’s and 30’s in the 
Bronx.   Since 2007, Rabbi Katz has served as an Adjunct Lecturer of Professional and 
Pastoral Skills at the Jewish Theological Seminary. Under Rabbi Katz’ leadership, 
CSAIR forge an identity as a "teaching shul" where rabbinical students serve as 

interns, learning about congregational life and enriching the community with their passion and skills. He 
taught at Camp Ramah in the Berkshires for many summers and, most recently, coordinated the work of 
the Israeli Mishlachat. Rabbi Katz is active in interfaith work in the Bronx and has partnered with Jewish 
leaders in Riverdale to help create positive relationships between the synagogue communities.  Rabbi Katz 
was recognized by Tablet Magazine as one of “15 American Rabbis You Haven’t Heard Of, But Should;” in 
September 2014. In 2015, he was named by the Forward Newspaper as one of “America’s Most Inspiring 
Rabbis.” 

 

Rabbi Matthew Earne began serving as a Rabbi for Congregation Beth Am (“CBA”) in 
San Diego after graduating from the Jewish Theological Seminary in 2006,. He earned 
his BA in Human Development and Family Studies at Cornell University, and his MA in 
Education from the University of Judaism. Rabbi Earne is a member of the San Diego 
Board of Rabbis and is a board member of the Adopt A Family Foundation of San 
Diego, which specializes in adopting families that were victims of terror in Israel and 
providing them necessary financial, psychological and medical assistance. Rabbi 
Earne devotes his time, energy and passion to the educational needs of Congregation 
Beth Am and the larger San Diego Jewish Community. He is the Education Rabbi for 

his synagogue and oversees three growing programs, the Early Childhood Center, the Hebrew School and 
the Sabra Hebrew High Program. Rabbi Earne takes pride in establishing lifelong relationships with all 
students and parents. Rabbi Earne has served as a leader for the San Diego Jewish community in 
educational innovation as he created the entire High School Program for his synagogue, aptly called 
“Sabra” as it centers on instilling a warm and loving Jewish identity that can be maintained regardless of 
the diverse environs of San Diego. He also created an 11th grade program entitled I3A: Israel: Advocacy, 
AIPAC and Ambassadorship. The I3A Program is a year devoted to intensive Israel study and culminates in 
a fully subsidized trip to the AIPAC National Policy Conference in Washington, DC. A “young leader” of the 
Conservative Movement, Rabbi Earne has been appointed to numerous committees and delegations 
representing Conservative Jewry in North America, Israel and overseas including serving as a delegate in 
three World Zionist Congresses for the MERCAZ party. Rabbi Earne lives in Carmel Valley with his wife, 
Elizabeth, and their two children, Jonah and Gabriella.  

 
 
 
 
 



Rabbi Ayalon Eliach grew up in the Modern Orthodox community of New York City. 
He attended Manhattan Day School and the Yeshivah of Flatbush before spending a 
year studying at Yeshivat HaKotel in Jerusalem. In college at Yale, Ayalon began to 
explore other approaches to Judaism both academically, majoring in Religious 
Studies, and experientially, participating in non-Orthodox communities for the first 
time in his life. After college, Ayalon’s journey to find his place in the Jewish world 
took him on a Dorot Fellowship in Israel, where he ran an afterschool program for 
teenagers of Ethiopian and Russian descent in Ashqelon, as well as a year waiting 
tables in Tel Aviv. After a few years at Harvard Law School and practicing tax law in 

New York, Ayalon decided that he wanted to play a more active role in the creation of the Jewish future. 
He went to Hebrew College Rabbinical School and now serves as the Director of Learning and Strategic 
Communications at Lippman Kanfer Foundation for Living Torah, where he assists the foundation in 
supporting applications of Jewish wisdom that help people live better lives and shape a better world. He 
lives with his wife, Aliza, and their cat, Shunra, of Ḥad Gadya fame. 
 
 

 
Rabbi Carla Fenves has served as a rabbi at Congregation Emanu-El in San Francisco 
since 2011. She received ordination from Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion in New York. During rabbinical school, she served congregations as a student 
rabbi in Castro Valley, California; Wayland, Massachusetts; and High Point, North 
Carolina. An alumnus of the Wexner Graduate Fellowship, Rabbi Fenves also interned 
at Central Synagogue, DOROT, and the Union for Reform Judaism in New York. Born 
and raised in Dallas, Texas, Rabbi Fenves graduated with honors from Stanford 
University with a degree in Religious Studies. She lives with her husband, Cantor 
David Frommer, their son Aaron and daughters Eliana and Talia. 

 
 
 

Rabbi Stacy Friedman, Congregation Rodef Sholom’s Senior Rabbi, joined 
Congregation Rodef Sholom in 1993. Dedicated to tikkun olam – repairing the world – 
she is known for her ardent sermons and work on behalf of social justice issues. Her 
2014 Rosh Hashanah drash on mental illness and suicide, for which she received 
national attention, spearheaded a congregational initiative on the subject. Born in 
Framingham, MA, Rabbi Stacy grew up in New York and Salt Lake City.  She was just 
16 when she decided to become a rabbi.  After earning a B.A. degree in sociology at 
Brandeis University, she attended Hebrew Union College and was ordained at HUC-

Los Angeles Institute of Religion in 1993. Rabbi Friedman is a passionate lover of Israel and Hebrew, 
regularly engaging congregants in study and inquiry of our ancient and modern texts. She has traveled 
with American Jewish World Service to Guatemala on a fact-finding mission on human trafficking and has 
lobbied our congress-people on issues including human trafficking, LGBT rights and the environment. 
Rabbi Friedman  At home, among her many community involvements are the Pacific Association of Reform 
Rabbis, Marin Interfaith Council, Institute for Jewish Spirituality, Marin Interfaith Youth Outreach, AIPAC, J 
Street, Shalom Bayit, and IsraAID. Married to Frank Friedman for over 20 years and mother to two red 
heads, Adam and Eli, Stacy enjoys hiking, reading memoirs, and daydreaming.



Rabbi Dara Frimmer serves as the co-senior rabbi at Temple Isaiah in Los 
Angeles.  A graduate of Stanford University, with a B.A. in Feminist Studies and 
Religious Studies and a Masters in Theological Studies at Harvard Divinity School, 
Dara was ordained in 2006 at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion in New York City. During her years in NYC, she completed her second unit 
of hospital chaplaincy, taught “Introduction to Judaism” at the 92nd Street Y, and 
led trips to Latin America with American Jewish World Service. As a rabbinic intern, 
she served two years at Congregation Kol Ami in White Plains, NY. In 2005 she was 
selected as the Marshall T. Meyer Rabbinic Fellow at Congregation B’nai Jeshurun 

where she taught, led services, and helped to grow Tze’irim, the 20's-30's group.  Since joining the Isaiah 
community in 2007 as Assistant Rabbi, Dara is engaged in every aspect of congregational and life cycle 
events, with a focus on social justice issues, Israel, and religious education. She is active with many local 
organizations committed to social justice including: American Jewish World Service, Bend the Arc, One 
LA-IAF and RAC-CA. In her free time, Dara can be found shopping at the local farmer’s market or 
pretending to follow Wisconsin sports teams. 
 
 

Aubrey L. Glazer, PhD, (University of Toronto, 2005) is director of Panui: an open, 
contemplative space for researching, reflecting and teaching modern and 
contemporary Jewish mysticism in a dynamic and authentic way to build 
conscious, compassionate community. Aubrey currently serves as senior rabbi of 
Congregation Shaare Zion, Montreal and has served as senior rabbi of 
Congregation Beth Sholom, San Francisco (2014-2018) as well as Jewish 
Community Center of Harrison, New York (2005-2014). As a graduate of the 
Institute for Jewish Spirituality, Aubrey co-leads Jewish meditation retreats at 

Makor Or with Zoketsu Norman Fischer as well as teaching Zohar in the Philosophy Circle of Lehrhaus. 
Recent correlations on contemporary philosophy and spirituality of Aubrey’s include: Mystical Vertigo 
(Academic Studies Press, 2013); Tangle of Matter & Ghost: Leonard Cohen’s Post-Secular Songbook of 
Mysticism(s) Jewish & Beyond (Academic Studies Press, 2017) and God Knows Everything is Broken: Bob 
Dylan’s Gnostic Mystical Songbook (forthcoming).  
 
 

Daniel Greyber is rabbi at Beth El Synagogue in Durham, NC, a Conservative and 
Orthodox synagogue that welcomes many intermarried and gay and lesbian 
families and is home to a politically involved population with widely divergent 
opinions on everything, especially Israel and Palestine. Rabbi Greyber is the author 
of Faith Unravels: A Rabbi’s Struggle with Grief and God and served as Team USA 
Rabbi at the 19th and 20th World Maccabiah Games in Israel. Formerly a Jerusalem 
Fellow (2010-11) at the Mandel Leadership Institute, faculty member at the Ziegler 
School of Rabbinic Studies in Los Angeles, Executive Director of Camp Ramah in 
California (2002-10), he was also a long time member of the editorial board 

of Conservative Judaism. Greyber’s articles have been featured in a wide range of Jewish publications, 
including articles in the Mesorah Matrix series, Dancing on the Edge of the World: Jewish Stories of 
Inspiration and Love (Lowell House Press, 2000) and Many Ways into God’s Palace: Essays in Honor of 
the 36th Anniversary of the Library Minyan (Temple Beth Am, 2008), along with the New York Jewish 
Week, Ha’aretz (Hebrew and English), CJ Voices magazine, Conservative Judaism, Midstream Magazine, 
the Jewish Journal of Greater Los Angeles, and other Jewish periodicals.  

http://www.faithunravels.com/
http://www.maccabiusa.com/
http://www.mandelfoundation.org/Programs/Pages/MLI.aspx
http://www.mesorahmatrix.com/


Rabbi Greyber grew up in Potomac, Maryland and spent the first 21 years of his life focused competitive 
swimming. A gold medalist and Captain of the U.S. Swimming Team at the 1993 World Maccabiah, he 
received Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Communications from Northwestern University and 
attended rabbinical school at the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies. While in rabbinical school, 
Rabbi Greyber founded the Neshama Minyan at Temple Beth Am, in Los Angeles, and started LISHMA, 
an egalitarian yeshiva study summer program for young adult Jews co-sponsored by the Ziegler School 
and Camp Ramah in California. Rabbi Greyber is married to Jennifer, and is the proud father of their 
three sons, Alon, Benjamin, and Ranon. 
 
 

Rabbi Ari Hart serves as the spiritual leader of Skokie Valley Agudath Jacob, a 
growing, inclusive Orthodox synagogue in Skokie, Illinois. He previously served as 
Associate Rabbi at the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale and Director of Admissions 
at Yeshivat Chovevei Torah. Ari also co-founded Uri L'Tzedek (Awaken to Justice): 
The Orthodox Social Justice Movement, the Jewish Muslim Volunteer Alliance, and 
was the founding director of Or Tzedek, the teen institute for Jewish social 
justice.  An internationally recognized thought leader on Jewish social justice, 
identity, and peoplehood, Rabbi Hart has taught across Europe, Israel and North 
America and regularly contributes to publications such as the Jerusalem Post, the 

New York Daily News, Shma Magazine, Haaretz magazine, the Jewish Daily Forward, and more. Rabbi 
Hart is a member of the inaugural Schusterman Fellowship cohort and was recently selected by the 
Jewish Week as one of the 36 "forward-thinking young people who are helping to remake the Jewish 
community.” He received his ordination from Yeshivat Chovevei Torah in New York City and learned 
at Yeshivat Hakotel and the Pardes Kollel. Ari graduated from Grinnell College with a degree in music 
theory and composition. Ari lives in Evanston/Skokie with Becca and children Hodi and Eli, who are all 
excited to be in Israel with you this summer. 
 
 
 

Rabbi Annie Lewis is a passionate organizer, story-weaver, compassionate listener 
and teacher of Torah of the heart. Annie is the Director of Rabbinic Formation at 
the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, where she oversees field education for 
students. Annie was ordained from The Jewish Theological Seminary in 2012, 
received a master’s degree in Jewish women’s and gender studies and was 
awarded a Wexner Graduate Fellowship. She served as Assistant Rabbi of 
Germantown Jewish Centre from 2012-2016.  Annie has worked as a community 
organizing trainer with JOIN for Justice and served as a visiting rabbi of 

Congregation Beth Israel in Gulfport, Mississippi. She launched a Philadelphia Jewish Social Justice Beit 
Midrash and participated in the American Jewish World Service’s Global Justice Fellowship. Annie 
studied linguistic anthropology at Brown University and at the University of Cape Town in South Africa. 
She worked to strengthen civil society in Israel as a New Israel Fund/Shatil Social Justice Fellow and 
delved into Torah at the Conservative Yeshiva. Annie has been in training as a couples and family 
therapist and brings this relationship toolkit to supporting people through life transitions and officiating 
at life cycle events. Annie is a singer, poet and performance artist with roots in the Storahtelling ritual 
theater company. Her writing has been published by Ritualwell, Lilith and Kveller. She lives in 
Philadelphia with her husband, Rabbi Yosef Goldman, and their children, Zohar Lieba and Shir Emet. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uO6tgwZTwTA
http://ziegler.aju.edu/


Rabbi Sara Luria's experiences as a community organizer, birth doula, and hospital 
chaplain inspired her to found ImmerseNYC, a pluralistic, feminist, grassroots-
energized community mikveh project. Her new project, Beloved, is a home-based 
experiment in Jewish life and community and is an outgrowth of 
the ImmerseNYC community. The seed of Beloved was planted for Sara on the bus 
home from the Women's March in DC when she realized that what is needed in the 
Jewish community are places where we can learn - using the tools of our powerful 
tradition - to open our hearts to each other, share our grief and our longings, and 
break bread together. Nothing less will allow us to awaken ourselves to the 

transformation we are seeking.  Sara has published poetry and essays on motherhood, Jewish 
innovation, and healing in various Jewish books and publications. She was ordained from the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in New York in 2013, and also serves as the program director 
for HUC's Tisch/Star Leadership Fellowship. She currently lives back in her hometown of Brooklyn with 
her husband, Isaac, and her three kiddos, Caleb, Eva, and Judah.  
 
 
 

Rabbi Mike Moskowitz is the Scholar-in-Residence for Trans and Queer Jewish 
Studies at Congregation Beit Simchat Torah. He is a deeply traditional and radically 
progressive advocate for trans rights and a vocal ally for LGBT inclusivity. Rabbi 
Moskowitz received three Ultra Orthodox ordinations while learning in the Mir, in 
Jerusalem, and in Beth Medrash Govoha, in Lakewood, NJ. His work on behalf of 
trans rights began while he served as the Rabbi of the Old Broadway Synagogue in 
Harlem and the Aish NY Rabbi at Columbia University.  
 

 
 
 

Maharat Rori Picker Neiss serves as the Executive Director of the Jewish 
Community Relations Council of St Louis. Prior to that she was the Director of 
Programming, Education and Community Engagement at Bais Abraham 
Congregation, a Modern Orthodox Jewish synagogue in University City, MO. She is 
one of the first graduates of Yeshivat Maharat, a pioneering institution training 
Orthodox Jewish women to be spiritual leaders and halakhic (Jewish legal) 
authorities. She previously served as Acting Executive Director for Religions for 
Peace-USA, Program Coordinator for the Jewish Orthodox Feminist Alliance, 

Assistant Director of Interreligious Affairs for the American Jewish Committee, and Secretariat for the 
International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations, the formal Jewish representative in 
international, interreligious dialogue. Rori is the co-chair of the North American Interfaith Youth 
Network of Religions for Peace, a CLAL Rabbis Without Borders fellow, and co-editor of "InterActive 
Faith: The Essential Interreligious Community-Building Handbook." She is married to Russel Neiss, a 
Software Engineer for Sefaria, and they have three children. 
 



Rabba Hadas Ron Zariz is a founding member of HaMidrasha, where she is co-
director and instructor of Amitei Kehilah, a community spiritual leader training 
program. Hadas lectures at Oranim Academic College, where she supervises and 
mentors’ students who are studying and working with teenagers at risk. Hadas 
earned her MA in couples and family therapy from Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 
She received her rabbinic ordination from the Shalom Hartman Institute-
HaMidrasha at Oranim Beit Midrash for Israeli Rabbis. Hadas is a spiritual leader of 

Yifat b’Ruach, a Jewish Israeli community in the Yezreel Valley. 
 
 

Rabbi Joe Schwartz is a native of New York City. After receiving ordination in 2014, 
he served for three years as Rabbi of the Conservative Synagogue of Fifth Avenue, a 
small, traditional-egalitarian synagogue in New York’s Greenwich Village.  Rabbi 
Schwartz is now working on the creation of IDRA, a house of culture, learning and 
coffee in Brooklyn. IDRA aims to restore the café and its ethos to the heart of 
Jewish community. It will house regular learning groups, feature concerts, 
screenings, readings, panel discussions. It will host communal Shabbat and holiday 
meals. It will offer Hebrew-language classes, child-focused programing, and will 

serve the best of global Jewish cuisine, excellent coffee, with a full bar. It will be a spiritual home and 
intellectual center for American Jews and Israelis or anyone who finds themselves drawn to the 
complexity of Jewishness. IDRA is a new-old model for the Jewish and Jewish-adjacent and Jewish-
curious community. A graduate of Columbia College and NYU School of Law, Rabbi Schwartz worked as a 
litigator for several years prior to entering the rabbinate.  Rabbi Schwartz lives in Brooklyn with his wife, 
Alyson, and their children Zev and Paz.  

 

Rabbi Ariana Silverman is the rabbi of the Isaac Agree Downtown 
Synagogue, the last freestanding synagogue in the city of Detroit. She 
graduated from Harvard University and was ordained by Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion. She is also an alumna of the Wexner 
Graduate Fellowship Program and CLAL’s Rabbis Without Borders Student 
Fellowship. She has served as a rabbi at multiple congregations and has 
worked for the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism, the Sierra Club, 
Hazon, and the Central Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR). In addition 
to her social justice work in Detroit, she was a CCAR delegate on the 

Commission on Social Action of Reform Judaism. She has published on topics including food 
justice, Jewish parenting, theology, and mental health. A native of Chicago, she has lived in 12 
cities, but her home in Detroit is where she has lived the longest. She, her spouse, and two 
young children enjoy camping, exploring Detroit, and eating ice cream on Shabbat with friends 
and family. 

 



Rabbi Yael Splansky is the Senior Rabbi of Holy Blossom Temple.  She came to 
Toronto in 1998 after ordination from Hebrew Union College – Jewish Institute of 
Religion in Cincinnati, Ohio.  She served first as Assistant Rabbi, concentrating on 
youth and young families from 1998-2000, then as Associate Rabbi from 2000-
2013. From the Boston area, Rabbi Splansky completed her undergraduate studies 
in Anthropology and Jewish Studies at Indiana University in Bloomington and at 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem.  Her rabbinical thesis is entitled, “All is Forseen 
and Freewill is Given:  A Debate in Rabbinic Literature.” She is the immediate past 
chair of the Reform Rabbis of Greater Toronto.  She is the editor of the new 

prayerbook, Siddur Pirchei Kodesh, author of the Union for Reform Judaism’s “Reform Voices of Torah:  
2012 Commentary on Deuteronomy,” and monthly contributor to The Canadian Jewish News. Her 
husband, Professor Adam Sol, is an award-winning poet and together they raise their three sons. Rabbi 
Splansky has the unique privilege of being a fourth-generation Reform Rabbi. 
 

Rabbi Aaron Starr serves as spiritual leader of Congregation Shaarey Zedek, and 
has been part of the CSZ family since 2008. A featured blogger on Times of Israel, 
he is the author of the book Taste of Hebrew (URJ Press), a past contributor to the 
Journal of Conservative Judaism, as well as numerous on-line publications. Rabbi 
Starr sits on the Boards of Directors for the Jewish Family Service (JFS) of Metro 
Detroit and the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan Detroit (JFMD). A member of 
the international Rabbinical Assembly and of the Michigan Board of Rabbis, he is a 
past-president of the Rabbinical Assembly-Michigan Region and of the 
Metropolitan Detroit Board of Jewish Educators. Rabbi Starr is certified in Clinical 

and Pastoral Education (CPE), has received numerous awards for youth work and for adult education, 
and is a sought-after speaker and educator. In addition to learning and teaching, this graduate of the 
University of Michigan loves to play tennis and basketball; to strum the guitar; and most importantly, to 
help children, adults and families to fall in love with Jewish tradition and ritual. Rabbi Starr and his wife, 
Rebecca, are the proud parents of two sons: Caleb and Ayal. 
 

Rabbi Rachel Timoer is the senior rabbi of Congregation Beth Elohim (CBE) in Park 
Slope, Brooklyn, where her passions are community building, social justice, spiritual 
life, and lifelong learning.  In order to develop the community’s bonds and its 
capacity to talk about difficult issues, Rabbi Timoner has engaged her congregation 
in two long-term study and dialogue series, first about systemic racism and then 
about Israel. She launched several social justice initiatives at CBE, including a 
Dismantling Racism community organizing team, a Refugee Task Force and, in 
partnership with New York City Councilmember Brad Lander, #GetOrganizedBK, 
through which thousands of New Yorkers work together to defend democracy and 

human dignity after the 2016 election.  Previously, she served as associate rabbi of Leo Baeck Temple in 
Los Angeles, where she was a beloved teacher of Torah, a community organizer, and a leader in Reform 
California which achieved major statewide victories in immigrant rights, affordable housing, and police 
reform. She received a B.A. from Yale University, worked for fourteen years in social justice in the San 
Francisco Bay Area, and was ordained from Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in 2009, 
where she was a Wexner Graduate Fellow.   Rachel is married to Felicia Park-Rogers and they have two 
sons, Benji and Eitan. 



 
Sara Tillinger Wolkenfeld is the Director of Education at Sefaria, a new online 
database and interface for Jewish texts. She is passionate about Talmud education 
and about expanding Jewish textual knowledge for all. Her previous experience 
includes serving as Director of Education at the Center for Jewish Life - Hillel at 
Princeton University as part of the OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus, as 
well as serving as faculty at the Drisha Institute and at the Ida Crown Jewish 
Academy. Sara studied Talmud and Jewish Law at various institutions of Jewish 
learning in Israel and America including Midreshet Lindenbaum, Drisha, Nishmat, 
and Beit Morasha, and and speaks on various Jewish topics at synagogues, schools, 

and in university communities. She directs the Adam R. Straus Memorial Mikvah in Chicago, IL, where 
she lives with her husband and their five children. 
 
 
 

Rabbi Elaine S. Zecher became Senior Rabbi of Temple Israel of Boston on July 1, 
2016. She has served the congregation since 1990 and was the first female rabbi in 
the history of Temple Israel. She has touched the lives of Temple Israel’s 
congregants – from the very youngest to our most senior members in many 
significant and meaningful ways. Rabbi Zecher has been instrumental in adding to 
the spiritual richness of our congregation. She developed and implemented the 
Service for the Healing of the Soul. She created the Learner’s Minyan for teaching 
the fundamentals of the Shabbat Service to adult learners and also “Thank 
Goodness It’s Shabbat!” to teach our very youngest learners. She initiated  Study 

Groups and started Kallot. Her work reaches beyond the physical boundaries of the synagogue as she 
has created intergenerational experiences for our young adults and senior members. She has also 
developed original and innovative worship opportunities at Temple Israel’s High Holiday Services. Rabbi 
Zecher’s work extends beyond the congregation as she sits on the New England Regional Board of the 
ADL. She has been instrumental in the development of Mishkah T’filah, the Reform Jewish 
Movement’s  prayerbook for Shabbat, weekdays and festivals and the new Machzor, Mishkan HaNefesh. 
She served as  Vice President for Leadership of the Central Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR) and as 
the Chair of the Machzor Advisory Group. She served on the Board of a new Jewish startup called Tzedek 
America-a gap year program based in Los Angeles. Presently, she is part of the search committee for the 
Chief Executive of the CCAR and is working on a book about Integrated Theology with her co-editor 
Edwin Goldberg.  Rabbi Zecher received a Doctor of Divinity (honoris causa) from Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion in 2013 and was ordained from HUC-JIR in 1988. Upon her ordination she 
became Program Director and Jewish Resource Director at the Striar Jewish Community Center in 
Stoughton. She grew up in Monroeville, Pennsylvania and is a graduate of Brandeis University. Rabbi 
Zecher is married to David M. Eisenberg. They have three children: Jacob, Benjamin, and Naomi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


